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Observe Christian Citizenship Sunday 


June 29, 1986 


LARRY BRAIDFOOT 





G od established rulers and authorities to insure 
justice among humans and nations. Only the 
ruler or elected official who works for justice is fulfill- 
ing his or her God-given opportunity. 

No king in Israel or Judah was honored by the 
people and by God as was King David. In spite of his 
frailties, David led the people with great wisdom and 
loyalty. 

In his last public address to the nation, David em- 
phasized justice as an essential quality for the one 
who rules and leads the nation. The leader who acts 
with justice sensitizes people to the needs for equal- 
ity and compassion in every area of government, in- 
cluding public policy. 

Although our form of government is different and 
our leaders are not kings, David's words are still vital 





for our understanding of how political officials are to 
serve. The requirement of justice binds our leaders to 
act for the good of the nation and not for their own 
personal interests. God expects this of them. We 
should expect it of them. 

Christian Citizenship Sunday is an occasion for 
prayer. It is a special day to pray that God will give 
the leaders of our local communities, states, nation, 
and world the wisdom and insight to perform their 
duties with justice. It is a time to give thanks to God 
for the blessings of liberty and for those leaders who 
have helped establish the justice we enjoy as citizens 
of the United States of America. 
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Larry Braidfoot is general counsel and director of Christian 
citizenship development, Christian Life Commission, 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 




















